
COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE

ORDINARY MEETING OF SADC MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR GENDER/ WOMEN’S AFFAIRS, 

HELD ON THE 

25th JULY 2014

IN LILONGWE, MALAWI

SADC Ministers responsible for Gender/ Women’s Affairs met in 

Lilongwe,  Malawi  on  the  25th July  2014.   The  meeting  was 

attended by Ministers and representatives from Angola, Botswana, 

the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo,  the  Kingdom  of  Lesotho, 

Malawi,  Mauritius,  Mozambique,  Namibia,  Seychelles,  South 

Africa, the Kingdom of Swaziland, the United Republic of Tanzania, 

Zambia and Zimbabwe. In attendance also were representatives 

from UN Women; United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA); United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 

Joint  United  Nations  Programme  on  HIV  and  AIDS  (UNAIDS); 

SADC  Parliamentary  Forum;  Friedrich  Ebert  Stiftung  (FES), 

Southern Africa Gender Protocol Alliance and representatives from 

Regional and National NGOs.



 

The meeting was officially opened by His Excellency Prof. Arthur 

Peter  Mutharika,  President  of  the  Republic  of  Malawi.  The 

President hailed the SADC Protocol on Gender and Development 

as a  commendable  milestone for  the SADC region as it  brings 

momentum for  accelerated  action  towards  gender  equality  and 

women’s  empowerment.  He  emphasized  that  the  Protocol  is  a 

unique instrument as it consolidates all existing international and 

continental  initiatives  such  as  the  Beijing  Declaration  and  its 

Platform of  Action,  and  Millennium Development  Goals  (MDGs) 

into  one  document.  The  President  urged  Member  States  to 

accelerate  implementation  efforts  towards  the  achievement  of 

concrete and transformative changes in the lives of women and 

girls in our region. 

Ministers noted progress made in the implementation of the SADC 

Protocol on Gender and Development and urged Member States 

to expedite effective implementation and urged Member States to 

review the 28 target in view of the post 2015 agenda. 

Ministers  considered  and  approved  the  Draft  Revised  Regional 

Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP) (2015-2020) and 

strongly  recommended  that  gender  be  mainstreamed  in  all  the 

sectors of regional integration.   

Ministers also noted with concern that  women continue to have 

limited access and control over productive resources such as land, 

finance, credit, property.  Ministers recommended more innovative 

and  transformative  strategies  for  women’s  empowerment. 
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Ministers  noted  progress  made by  Member  States  on  women’s 

economic empowerment notably; the development of the Women’s 

Development Banks; establishment of the Women’s Development 

Funds;  and provision of  special  funds for  women entrepreneurs 

with low interest rates and no collateral. 

Ministers  noted  that  the  SADC  region  continues  to  have  high 

incidences of Gender Based Violence (GBV) in particular violence 

against women and girls in the region, where the root causes of 

violence  are  mainly  gender  inequalities,  patriarchy,  negative 

cultural  and  traditional  norms,  beliefs,  practices,  attitudes  and 

mindsets. Ministers reiterated their call to intensify and strengthen 

efforts to prevent GBV and urged Member States to mount high-

level campaigns and robust sensitization programmes to prevent 

GBV.

Ministers reviewed the status on the representation of women in 

political  and  decision  making  positions.  Ministers  noted  that 

progress  is  inconsistent  and  regressive  across  the  region. 

Ministers  urged  Member  States  to  conduct  research  to  explore 

causes  of  regressions  in  women  representation  in  politics  and 

develop  strategies  to  redress  the  situation.  Ministers  urged 

Member States to put in place legislation, policies and strategies to 

ensure  equal  representation  of  women in  political  and  decision 

making positions.

Ministers considered  process on Beijing +20 and UN Commission 

on the Status of Women (CSW) in 2015. Ministers urged SADC 

Member States to participate actively in the preparatory meetings. 
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Ministers re-affirmed their support towards the UN Resolution 58/3 

on Women, the Girl Child and HIV and AIDS and the African Union 

call for the end of AIDS by 2030 and the campaign to end child 

marriage  in  Africa.  The  meeting  also  witnessed  the  signing  of 

Commitment  to   end  child  marriage  by  the  President  of  the 

Republic of Malawi, His Excellency Proff Peter Arthur Mutharika. 

Ministers  expressed  solidarity  with  the  “Bring  back  our  Girls 

Campaign” on the 200 missing Nigerian school girls. 

Ministers conveyed condolences to the families of the passengers 

of Malaysian Airline MH17 crew and passengers. 

The Incoming Chair  of  SADC Ministers Responsible for  Gender 

and  Women’s,  Hon.  Oppah  Muchinguri,  Minister  of  Women, 

Gender  and  Community  Development  of  the  Republic  of 

Zimbabwe, accepted to host the 2015 Meeting of SADC Ministers 

Responsible for Gender & Women’s Affairs.  

Ministers expressed appreciation to the Republic of Malawi for the 

warm hospitality and excellent services accorded to them and their 

delegations.  

Adopted on the 25th July 2014, Lilongwe, Malawi.
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