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Key recommendations 
We will not make progress on ending poverty 
without tackling the root causes of gender 
inequality and protecting, promoting and fulfilling 
the rights of all women and girls. Plan 
International is proposing that the following 
indicative goal on gender equality be included in 
the post-2015 framework: 

• Attain gender equality, achieve women 
and girls’ human rights, and empower 
women and girls everywhere 

In order to achieve this goal, it should be 
supported by the strategic integration of gender 
equality across all other goals and targets. The 
following indicative goals and targets should be 
considered: 

• By 2030, end all forms of discrimination 
against women and girls.  

• By 2030, eliminate all forms of violence 
against all women and girls in public and 
private spaces, in all settings.  

• By 2030, eliminate all harmful practices, 
including  child, early and forced 
marriage and female genital 
mutilation/cutting.  

• By 2030, ensure full, equal and effective 
economic, social, and political 
participation and leadership of women 
and girls at all levels of decision-making, 
in the public and private spheres.  

• By 2030, ensure universal sexual and 
reproductive health and rights for all, 
including adolescents. 

 

 

This document outlines the position of Plan 
International on the importance of integrating gender 
equality in the post-2015 agenda. Plan International 
is calling for a post-2015 framework that includes a 
transformative stand-alone goal aimed at achieving 
gender equality and fulfilling women and girls’ human 
rights, supported by the strategic integration of 
gender equality across all other goals and targets.  

The post-2015 framework must address the 
persistent structural drivers of gender inequality, as 
directly relevant to the causes and consequences of 
global poverty. Plan believes that adolescent girls 
face particular constraints faced at a critical time of 
their life and must receive increased attention in the 
post-2015 agenda.  

Principles underpinning the 
post-2015 agenda  
Plan International believes that the post-2015 
framework should be universal, rights-based and 
people-centred. The framework must address the 
structural drivers of economic and social inequality, 
and strive to achieve sustainable development for all.  

The new framework should reflect the core values of 
the Millennium Declaration and be consistent with 
international human rights standards, particularly the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. The post-2015 
agenda must be rooted in the human rights principles 
of universality, non-discrimination, indivisibility, 
accountability and participation. 

In addition to existing human rights standards, the 
commitments contained in the Beijing Platform for 
Action and the Programme of Action of the 
International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) should also be a key reference 
for national and international efforts to achieve 
gender equality and realise the rights of women and 
girls within the post-2015 agenda. 

Global and universally applicable goals should be set 
with equity and equality at their heart. However, the 
post-2015 agenda must enable the flexibility for 
national-level target setting that is relevant to 
national contexts. Crucially, national-level plans must 
address systematic discrimination, exclusion 
marginalisation and inequalities, and prioritise 
specific measures to reach  the poorest and most 
marginalized children, such as boys and girls from 
indigenous communities, with disabilities, or those 
living in remote or rural areas. 
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Existing mechanisms should be strengthened, or 
new ones established, to enable children and young 
people to participate actively and meaningfully in 
setting and monitoring goals and targets, and for 
holding their governments and other duty bearers 
accountable for their delivery. In particular, children 
and young people from the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable groups must be included in genuine 
participatory and consultative processes.  

Why focus on gender 
equality? 
Despite some hard-won gains towards gender 
equality in the past 15 years, girls and women across 
the world continue to be disproportionately affected 
by poverty, injustice, violence and discrimination, 
including in law. In many societies, girls and women 
are subject to deep-rooted and harmful social norms, 
attitudes and behaviours that assign them a lower 
economic, political and social status than men and 
boys, even where there is legal protection against 
discrimination.1 Violence continues to be perpetrated 
against women and girls all over the world - within 
families, in schools, in communities and in society at 
large - often with impunity.  

Evidence of Gender Inequality and Discrimination 

The following statistics present a snapshot of the prevalence 
and extent of gender inequality and its manifestations: 

• Worldwide, 35 per cent of women have experienced 
either physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence 
or non-partner sexual violence.2 

• If current trends continue, more than 140 million girls will 
be married as children in the decade leading up to 
2020.3 

• Complications in pregnancy and childbirth are the 
leading cause of mortality for girls aged 15 to 19 in 
developing countries.4  

• Girls account for 55 per cent of out-of-school children in 
South Asia, 65 per cent in West Asia and 79 per cent in 
North Africa.5 

• Women and girls often lack access to or control over 
resources, both within and outside of the household. 
For example, fewer than 20 per cent of the world’s 
landholders are women.6 

• Women make up 60 per cent of the 572 million working 
poor7 in the world.8 

• At least 125 million girls and women have experienced 
female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) in 29 
countries in Africa and the Middle East.9 

• Despite an increase from 14 per cent in the year 2000, 
women still only account for 20.4 per cent of 
parliamentarians worldwide.10 

• In all regions, women spend at least twice as much time 
as men on domestic work, and when all work (paid and 
unpaid) is taken into account, women work longer hours 
than men do.11 

• Research in 141 countries found that boys generally 
received preferential treatment over girls in disaster 
response efforts.12  

These statistics show that gender inequality is inextricably 
linked as a cause and consequence of poverty and 
exclusion. This is exacerbated during times of economic 
crisis,13 climate change, conflict and disasters, which 
disproportionately affect women and girls. 

Adolescent girls can be particularly vulnerable to 
gender-based violence, exploitation, and 
discrimination. This is especially true of girls from the 
poorest and most marginalised groups, who often 
face additional risks to their health and well-being.  

The vicious cycle of gender inequality and poverty 
hinders progress across all development outcomes. 
Conversely, protecting and supporting girls to 
develop to their full potential can be central to 
breaking the inter-generational cycle of poverty. Girls 
who benefit from a quality secondary education will 
be better equipped to make informed choices about 
their lives. They will be more likely to marry later and 
have fewer, healthier children and will have a better 
chance of remaining alive and staying healthy 
themselves.14 Children born to mothers over age 18 
are much more likely to survive than those born to 
younger mothers.15 

Tackling gender inequality and injustice is central to 
development and will not only benefit women and 
girls, but also men and boys. The same gendered 
stereotypes and traditions that disadvantage girls 
and women also limit and deprive boys and men of 
important opportunities. Dismantling harmful gender 
norms and practices increases the potential for 
liberated, egalitarian and healthier relationships and 
lives for boys and men, as well as women and girls. 
Gender equality is the business of all, and 
addressing this will be central to any success of the 
post-2015 agenda.  

Gender equality and the 
Millennium Development 
Goals 
In 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
attempted to attach quantitative targets and 
indicators to address gender inequality. MDG 3 – 
aimed at promoting gender equality and empowering 
women by eliminating gender disparity in primary 
and secondary education - increased global 
recognition of the importance of gender equality by 
donors and governments alike, and reflected the 
growing momentum on promoting gender equality 
around the world.16  

However, the MDGs failed to include a 
transformative17 goal on gender equality or on the 
empowerment18 of women and girls. The MDGs also 
failed to recognise and address the ways in which 
persistent gender inequality and discrimination 
hinder progress across all MDG goals and targets.19 
This resulted in significant gaps in the MDG 
framework, including the failure to take life stages 
into account, including adolescence, which is a 
crucial stage of development and a time of rapid 
physical, cognitive, emotional, psychological and 
social changes.20 

The prevalence of gender-based and sexual 
violence, early pregnancy, harmful practices such as 
child marriage and FGM/C, and inequalities in 



 

 

Plan International - Briefing Paper – September 2014 - 3 

 

women’s access to land and in property inheritance 
and ownership, among other factors, were left 
unaddressed. This is despite the fact that they 
continue to hinder progress on poverty reduction. For 
example, the focus of MDG 3 on gender parity in 
primary schooling failed to address the specific 
barriers that girls face in accessing and completing 
school, as well as the gendered dynamics that might 
impact differently on girls’ learning compared with 
boys.21   

GENDER EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS 

The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW): The Convention 
defines the right of women of all ages to be free from all 
forms of discrimination and sets out core principles and 
standards for eliminating discrimination and realising 
equality between women and men, through ensuring 
women's equal access to, and equal opportunities in, 
political, economic, social, cultural and public life. Article 3 of 
the Convention obliges States to take all appropriate 
measures “to ensure the full development and advancement 
of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the 
exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms on a basis of equality with men.” 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC): Article 2.1 
of the CRC commits State Parties to respect, protect and 
fulfil the rights enshrined in the CRC without discrimination 
of any kind, including as a result of a child’s sex.  

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR): Article 3 of the ICESCR obliges State 
Parties to ensure that women and men have equal rights to 
the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights. 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): 
Article 3 of the ICCPR obliges state parties to ensure the 
equal rights of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil 
and political rights. 

International Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (ICRPD): Article 6 of the ICRPD for the first time 
explicitly recognises that women and girls with disabilities 
are subject to multiple forms of discrimination and requires 
State parties to ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including those 
set out in the Convention. 

UN Security Council Resolutions on women, peace and 
security: UN Security Council Resolution 1325 recognised, 
for the first time, the disproportionate and unique impact of 
armed conflict on women and girls. UNSC 1325 and 
subsequent resolutions recognised the ways in which 
women and girls are affected by conflict, and their role as 
active participants in the prevention and resolution of 
conflicts, in peace-building and peacekeeping. 

Plan’s priorities on gender 
equality in the post-2015 
agenda 

 “Half the world’s people are women – and a people-
centred agenda must work to realise their equal 
rights and full participation.”22  

We will not be able to make progress on ending 
poverty without tackling the root causes of gender 
inequality and protecting, promoting and fulfilling the 

rights of all women and girls. We welcome, therefore, 
the centrality that the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations has given to gender equality in his 
report to the 68th session of the General Assembly.23  

It is important that the new framework builds on what 
we have learned from the MDGs, especially in terms 
of a stand-alone goal on gender equality as a critical 
lever of change.24 Therefore, the post-2015 agenda 
must go further. It should be ambitious and 
transformative, ensuring that equality of both 
opportunity and outcome are achieved by concretely 
addressing the structural barriers that underpin 
gender inequality.  

A transformative stand-alone goal on gender 
equality, women and girls’ human rights, and 
women’s and girls’ empowerment, which challenges 
and addresses the major underlying causes of 
poverty, is crucial to the success of the new 
framework. Plan also welcomes the proposal of the 
High-Level Panel that a stand-alone goal must be 
supported by integrating gender equality into all 
goals, targets and indicators, recognising the ways in 
which gender equality underpins the achievement of 
full human development.25  

Plan International’s priorities for a gender-
transformative post-2015 agenda are: 

Include a transformative stand-alone goal 
on gender equality, women and girls’ human 
rights, and empowerment.  

A stand-alone goal on gender equality and women 
and girls’ empowerment26 should be comprehensive 
in its nature, systematically addressing the 
persistent, underlying and structural causes of 
gender inequality. We believe that a standalone goal 
should:  

• Meet the long-term strategic interests of girls 
and women throughout their life-cycle, reflecting 
their priorities, capacities and needs.  

• Transform unequal gender power relations and 
eliminate all forms of discrimination against 
women and girls.  

• Tackle the root causes of gender inequality.  

• Focus on the most excluded girls and women. 

• Aim to improve the social status of girls and 
women (how they are valued in society) as well 
as the full realisation of their rights. 

• Focus on building the assets, resources and 
opportunities for girls and women,27 in both 
emergency28 and non-emergency situations. 

• Address the causes and consequences of 
women and girls’ disproportionate burden of 
unpaid care work. 

• Be relevant to all girls and women, and address 
the intersection of gender with other forms of 
exclusion based on, for example, ethnicity, 
disability, location, or poverty.  

• Complement all other goals.  

A transformative goal on achieving gender equality, 
women and girls’ human rights, and the 
empowerment of women and girls should also be 
supported by the inclusion, where relevant, of at 
least one target on gender equality under each post-
2015 goal. In addition, all targets and indicators must 
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be gender-sensitive from the outset and include a 
specific focus on the most excluded groups.  

Clearly ground the post-2015 framework in 
existing human rights frameworks and 
accountability mechanisms  
The post-2015 framework must be firmly rooted in 
existing human rights obligations and commitments, 
including CEDAW, the ICPD Programme of Action 
and the CRC, and their follow up processes at 
regional and global levels. Women and girls' political, 
civil, economic, social, cultural, sexual and 
reproductive rights should be actively promoted, 
including through their active and equitable 
participation in decision-making processes at all 
levels, and by addressing the legal and structural 
barriers that perpetuate gender inequality and 
discrimination.  

Regional human rights instruments, such as the 
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa 
(Maputo Protocol), should also be considered when 
developing national-level targets and indicators.  

Include a target on the elimination of all 
forms of violence against girls and women, 
including ending harmful practices such as 
FGM/C and child marriage29  

Persistent discrimination against women and girls 
and unequal power relations between the sexes 
means that violence against women and girls 
remains a global phenomenon. Violence against 
women and girls is a violation of human rights and a 
structural driver of poverty. Eliminating it must be a 
central target within a stand-alone goal on gender 
equality, in line with the UN Secretary General’s 
recommendation that the new agenda must ensure 
zero tolerance for violence and exploitation of 
women and girls.30  

Plan International also strongly supports a specific 
target on ending harmful practices, with a particular 
focus on child marriage and FGM\C, within the post-
2015 framework. Every year, child marriage robs 14 
million girls31 of their childhood, forcing them out of 
education and into a life of poor prospects, with 
increased risk of violence, abuse, early pregnancy, ill 
health or early death.32  

Ensure that equality of opportunity and 
outcome underpin the framework 

Plan International believes that both equality of 
opportunity and outcome must underpin the new 
framework.33 Advancing gender justice requires 
improving both the condition and position of girls and 
women, in order to transform unequal gender power 
relations. Advancing their equal access to 
opportunities is key, but alone, is not enough. The 
framework must also intentionally improve the status 
of girls and women in society, in order to ensure 
equality of outcome is achieved. For example, 
ensuring that women have equitable access to 
decent work with equitable pay and good working 
conditions will depend not just on the availability of 
decent jobs and enhanced skills, but also on 
addressing the existing structural barriers that 
women and girls face in accessing employment. 
These include addressing the burden of time and 
unpaid work, such as domestic chores, gathering 

firewood and water, and care work, which 
disproportionately affects girls and women.34  

Ensure the rights and needs of adolescent 
girls are explicitly reflected in the framework 

Discrimination against girls and women is one of the 
main underlying causes of child poverty. Beginning in 
infancy and early childhood, and especially 
prominent during adolescence, girls face multiple 
intersecting barriers to enjoying their rights.  

Girls have less access to medical care and are more 
likely to be deprived of food. The onset of puberty 
makes girls increasingly vulnerable to sexual 
violence, harassment, coercion and abuse – 
including in and around schools, at the hands of 
teachers, staff and other pupils. This can irrevocably 
affect their opportunities to complete their education 
and live healthy, safe and productive lives.  

Despite this, the challenges facing adolescent girls 
are strikingly overlooked in much international 
development policy and practice. The post-2015 
framework should include targets and indicators that 
specifically address the issues faced by adolescent 
girls, and measures which support them to develop 
the capabilities and accumulate the material, 
personal, financial and social assets that they need 
to realise their rights. 

Include a comprehensive education goal 

Adolescent girls face particular social, domestic and 
economic barriers that make their attendance at 
school unsustainable, particularly at post-primary 
level. They are often forced to drop out of school at 
the very time when education could give them the 
much-needed skills and assets to empower them 
during the vulnerable period of adolescence.35 This 
has knock-on effects for communities and countries, 
as evidence suggests that an extra year of education 
can boost girls’ eventual wages by 10–20 per cent.36 

Therefore, Plan International is calling for a stand-
alone education goal that promotes universal access 
to, and completion of, a free, inclusive and quality37 
primary and secondary education in a safe and 
supportive learning environment, with opportunities 
for life-long learning.38 We believe that a quality 
education must be inclusive and support the 
development of critical thinking skills, knowledge, 
abilities, life skills and the full potential of children 
and young people. Crucially, it should promote 
equality and non-discrimination, including gender 
equality, and the respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.  

Include a target on universal sexual and 
reproductive health and rights  

The post-2015 framework should include a target to 
ensure universal sexual and reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR), as recommended by the High Level 
Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda.39 The post-2015 agenda must 
also ensure the provision of comprehensive sexuality 
education for all adolescents and youth who are both 
in school and out of school  

Young girls and boys, including married and 
unmarried adolescents, should have universal 
access to high-quality, comprehensive, equitable and 
integrated sexual and reproductive health services, 
information and education, free from stigma, 
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violence, coercion, and discrimination for all in all 
contexts, based on the right of informed consent. 
This should include access to information on, and 
services for, menstrual hygiene, family planning and 
contraception, perinatal care, and the prevention, 
care and treatment for sexually-transmitted infections 
including HIV. Adolescent SRHR services should be 
linked with programs to end gender-based violence, 
and should be gender sensitive, rights based, youth 
friendly and available to all adolescents, even during 
conflict and disasters. They should be accessible to 
the most excluded and marginalised groups, 
including migrants, those living with disabilities and 
young lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex (LGBTI) persons.  

Include a target on achieving gender 
equality in decision-making at all levels  

Unequal power relations at the family, community, 
institutional and political levels mean that girls and 
women often lack voice and influence in decision-
making. As stated by the UN Secretary General, 
women and girls continue to be denied opportunities 
to influence decisions that impact on their lives, both 
in the public and private spheres.40 The post-2015 
framework must include a target on ensuring the full 
economic, social and political participation of women 
and girls. This must extend to ensuring that women 
and girls are able to participate with equal voice and 
influence in public and political institutions, the media 
and in the private sector.  

Include a gender-dimension to goals and 
targets related to disasters, emergencies 
and conflict  

Women, men, girls and boys all experience disasters 
in different ways. However, it is widely recognised 
that women and girls are disproportionately affected 
by armed conflict and disasters, which in turn 
exacerbates gender inequality. For example, 
adolescent girls have particular needs for protection, 
healthcare and education that are often not met, or 
even recognised, in an emergency.41 Recognising 
the ways in which people are able to access 
humanitarian assistance in an emergency is critically 
determined by their gender and age. Plan 
International believes it is therefore essential to 
include a gender and age dimension to goals and 
targets related to disasters, emergencies and 
conflict. This includes ensuring sexual and 
reproductive health and rights services for 
adolescent girls who may be disproportionately 
vulnerable to gender-based violence in conflict and 
emergency settings. The post-2015 framework must 
also support the closer integration of the 
humanitarian and development sectors, recognising 
the importance of building resilience as a critical 
factor in achieving development outcomes. 

Indicative global goals and 
targets 
Plan International proposes that the following 
indicative transformative stand-alone goal on gender 
equality and women and girls’ empowerment should 
be included in the post-2015 framework: 

• Attain gender equality, achieve women and 
girls’ human rights, and empower women 
and girls everywhere. 

In order to achieve this goal, it should be supported 
by the strategic integration of gender equality across 
all other goals and targets. The following indicative 
goals and targets should be considered: 

• By 2030, end all forms of discrimination 
against women and girls.  

• By 2030, eliminate all forms of violence 
against all women and girls in public and 
private spaces, in all settings.  

• By 2030, eliminate all harmful practices, 
including child, early and forced marriage 
and female genital mutilation/cutting.  

• By 2030, ensure full, equal and effective 
economic, social, and political participation 
and leadership of women and girls at all 
levels of decision-making in the public and 
private spheres.  

• By 2030, ensure universal sexual and 
reproductive health and rights for all, 
including adolescents 

Gender equality and women and girl’s empowerment 
should be mainstreamed by integrating gender 
equality into all goals, targets and indicators, where 
relevant, 

Implementation and 
monitoring 
Remove and reform discriminatory 
legislation and policies  

In places where legal provisions are discriminatory, 
women and girls are often subject to unequal 
treatment and left with little recourse. For example, 
national legislation in 146 countries allows girls to 
marry before the age of 18 with parental consent, 
compared to 105 countries where legislation permits 
boys to marry before they reach 18.42 However, even 
in countries where legal provisions promote equality, 
women and girls often experience inadequate 
enforcement and few means of redress. States 
should, therefore, take proactive measures to 
eliminate all forms of discrimination and inequality, in 
law, in policy and in practice, as foundations for 
inclusive and sustainable development, in line with 
international human rights law. 

Adopt a life-course approach 

Efforts to realise the rights of women and girls need 
to adopt a life-course approach,43 recognising that 
females and males face different challenges and 
obstacles to realising their rights across all stages of 
their development. Building the assets of adolescent 
girls before and as they reach puberty is imperative 
to ensure they have the agency and means to 
protect their health and well-being and realise their 
rights. Governments need to specifically address the 
unique needs of children and adolescents throughout 
their life course, using sex- and age- disaggregated 
data and evidence to inform policies and design 
programmes that support and promote gender 
equality.  
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Increase financing for the promotion of 
gender equality  

Governments and donors should significantly 
increase their funding for programmes to address 
gender inequalities. This should include long-term, 
stable, predictable and flexible funding for women’s 
rights organisations and organisations dedicated to 
gender equality, which is scarce and is in danger of 
shrinking further in the face of austerity measures.44 
The provision of core long-term funding to these 
organisations is fundamental to enable activism and 
mobilisation for the rights of women and girls and to 
increase the availability and accessibility of services 
and information. In particular, donors should meet 
their commitment to provide 0.7 per cent of gross 
national income to Official Development Assistance, 
with governments and donors significantly increasing 
funding specifically aimed at addressing gender 
inequalities and the empowerment of women and 
girls. 

Governments should undertake gender reviews of 
their national development and other plans, including 
their education, health, and economic development 
sector plans. Planning, programmes, policies and 
budgets should be developed in ways that 
significantly contribute to the advancement of gender 
equality and the fulfilment of women's rights.  

Engage families, communities and men and 
boys to challenge gender inequality 

Changing attitudes, social norms and behaviours that 
perpetuate gender inequality also requires working 
with, and mobilising, parents, families and 
communities, including men and boys, in order to 
foster environments where girls and women are able 
to make autonomous decisions about their lives.  

Working with boys and men is essential to 
successfully and sustainably promote gender 
equality. Given the power imbalances between the 
sexes, male leaders have the authority and ability to 
promote gender equality and to challenge and 
dismantle unhealthy gender norms and practices. It 
is therefore imperative for both governments and civil 
society to engage boys and men, including 
traditional, religious and community leaders, to 
challenge harmful, discriminatory and unequal 
gender norms and promote changes in attitudes 
within their communities.  

It is important, when engaging boys and men, to 
positively reinforce the universal benefits of gender 
equality for all people, regardless of sex or gender 
identity. The confines of patriarchy limit the lives and 
choices of boys, men, girls and women alike, 
entrenching norms and practices considered as 
‘suitable’ for men that are both harmful and 
unhealthy. The mutual benefits of gender equality 
need to be highlighted in the post-2015 agenda, and 
boys and men included in the formulation of targets 
and indicators on gender equality.  

Disaggregate data and undertake a gender 
analysis to track progress in reducing 
inequalities and exclusion 

The post-2015 framework must include gender-
sensitive indicators across all goals and targets, 
measured through data that is disaggregated by sex, 
age, location, wealth quintile and disability at a 
minimum. Indicators should be based on the rights 

and needs of women and girls, rather than the 
availability of data sources. Where possible, 
composite indicators should be developed to track 
and address intersecting forms of discrimination and 
marginalisation, either at the national or international 
level. The OECD's Social Institutions and Gender 
Index45 could be considered as one tool to measure 
gender inequality in laws and policies. 

Quantitative and qualitative data should be used, 
following a gender analysis, to measure progress in 
reducing inequalities across all goals and targets, 
and to inform the proactive development of policies 
and interventions that target accelerated progress 
among the most marginalised and excluded women 
and girls. Participatory monitoring frameworks, that 
are open and accessible to women and girls, should 
be considered to track progress and increase 
accountability. Qualitative information is essential to 
capture nuanced and complex information such as 
changes in attitudes of women and men, shifts in 
social norms and the impact of women’s participation 
in decision-making.  

Ensure that women and girls can participate 
meaningfully in decision-making at all 
levels, and in the design, implementation 
and monitoring of the post-2015 agenda 

The post-2015 framework must support processes in 
which girls and women can raise their voices in 
collective action to bring about sustainable long-term 
change. Women and girls should be supported to 
actively participate in the design, implementation and 
monitoring of the post-2015 agenda at the local, 
national and international levels.  

Children and youth, especially girls, must be 
supported to participate meaningfully and actively in 
setting and monitoring national post-2015 targets 
and indicators, and to engage in accountability 
mechanisms to monitor progress.  

At the national level, governments should also 
provide accessible platforms for girls and boys, 
especially adolescent girls, to participate in decision-
making in areas that affect their lives, for example by 
giving them opportunities to participate in school 
governance. This must be complemented by the 
implementation of special measures, such as the use 
of quotas, to increase girls’ and women’s voice and 
participation in all public spheres.46 
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