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#quickUPDATES 

2016 ECD KNOWLEDGE BUILDING SEMINAR 

11th Early Childhood Development Knowledge Building Seminar, building on a 10 year reputation as a 
much sought after and popular seminar on the annual early childhood development calendar, was held on 
8 and 9 November 2016. It focused on Reimagining Early Childhood Development in South Africa against 
the backdrop of the opportunities provided through the National Integrated Policy for Early Childhood 
Development.  
 
It was organized into five themes that allowed us to: 

 ReIMAGINE early childhood development through a closer look at five major developments that 

provide us with the opportunity to look at early childhood development in a new way, i.e. the National 
Integrated Policy for Early Childhood Development (nearly one year old), National Curriculum 
Framework for Children Birth to Four Years (two years old), Early means Early and what that means 
for our way of thinking about early childhood development, an investment case in early childhood 
development, and reimagining assessment in the early years from global trends to local actions. 

 ReIMAGINE the ECD workforce focused on the “new” human resource cadres that the National 

Integrated Policy for Early Childhood Development introduces. Practitioners from the field participated 
in this session and explain what their work entails as child minders, play group facilitators, toy librarians, 
home visitors, community health workers, early childhood development practitioners, amongst others 

 ReIMAGINE training in ECD looked critically at the changing training environment and the re-defining 

of roles for traditional training providers and the training needs and approaches in the 21st century. It 
focused on the expansion of training providers, new policies and innovation in training programmes. 

 ReIMAGINE ECD programmes provided an overview of the kaleidoscope of programmes that the 

National Integrated Policy for Early Childhood Development puts forward, particularly as many of these 
are not implemented at the same scale as programmes in early childhood development centres. The 
focus was on child minders, play groups, home visiting programmes, mobile early childhood 
development programmes, toy libraries, Ward Based Outreach Teams and community health work, 
assessment, early identification and intervention for young children with disabilities, play mats, quality 
learning through play, population based planning for services, and few more.  

 ReIMAGINE partnership and collaboration in ECD reflected on the wider and enabling components 

to ensure implementation from a systems perspective. It focused on the role of civil society as partner 
in the implementation of the policy, local government’s place as an equal partner in early childhood 
development service delivery as well as key components to build a national early childhood 
development system. 

 
The presentations from the seminar are now available on the UNICEF South Africa website. Click here to 
access or visit www.unicef.org/southafrica   
 
The 11th ECD Knowledge Building Seminar was organized by UNICEF, Department of Basic Education 
and Department of Social Development.  
  
 
 

https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/resources_18953.html
http://www.unicef.org/southafrica


MAIL & GUARDIAN CRITICAL THINKING FORUM ON THE 

IMPORTANCE OF PLAY IN THE  EARLY YEARS. 

 

Department of Basic Education, UNICEF, Cotlands and the LEGO Foundation partnered 
with the Mail and Guardian in hosting a Critical Thinking Forum on the importance of PLAY 
during early childhood and as part early childhood development. On 8 November 2016 
about 130 policy leaders, academia and practitioners joined a panel of experts to have a 
dialogue on this, moderated by Xolani Gwala. The panel members were Marie-Louise 
Samuels, Director of Early Childhood Development (ECD) at the Department of Basic 
Education, Wycliffe Otieno, Chief of Education and Adolescent Development at UNICEF 
South Africa, Brent Hutcheson from Care for Education representing the LEGO 
Foundation and Monica Stach from Cotlands. Please see attached the insert from the 
M&G and read more about the importance of play. 

See attached 

UNICEF AND H&M LAUNCH AN 

INTERACTIVE DIGITAL BRAIN 

DEVELOPMENT TOOL FOR YOUNG 

CHILDREN 

PLAY WELL AND BE 

HAPPY 

A digital tool that interactively shows how games and play stimulate 
brain development during early childhood launches today. The 
interactive UNI_FORM ‘jacket’ was created by the H&M Foundation 
and UNICEF as part of a new UNI_FORM campaign to help 
promote early childhood development. The UNI_FORM tool aims to 
visually display how games and play can support positive cognitive 
development. 
 
Read more about it here www.theuniform.org  

Sesame 
Workshop and the 

LEGO 
Foundation’s 

multi-media 
initiative - “PLAY 
WELL AND BE 
HAPPY” - set to 

reach at-risk children and caregivers in the 
Eastern Cape. 
 
 

Read more about it here. 

 

IN THE KNOW – Policy, Laws 

& Research 

Build up your own resource library with policy updates, research documents and other useful readings. 

THE LANCET SERIES ON ECD EARLY MEANS EARLY  

An estimated 43 percent—249 million—of children under five 
in low-and middle-income countries (LMICs) are at an 
elevated risk of poor development due to extreme poverty 
and stunting, according to findings from The Lancet’s new 
Series, Advancing Early Childhood Development: from 
Science to Scale. The Series reveals that early childhood 
development interventions that promote nurturing care—
health, nutrition, responsive caregiving, security and safety, 
and early learning—may cost as little as 50 cents per child 
per year, when combined with existing services such as 
health. The World Health Organization, the World Bank, and 
UNICEF contributed to and offered guidance to the Series. 
 
Download the articles here. 
 
Also see ANNOUNCEMENTS & Reminders below on the South 
African launch of the Lancet on 7 December 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This report, Early Means Early - Mapping the gaps, 
identifies key communication challenges faced by 
experts and advocates as they seek to elevate support 
for public policies that will best serve the developmental 

needs of all children in South 
Africa. The report provides an 
initial set of strategic 
recommendations for how 
best to communicate the 
expert story in ways that 
expand public understandings 
of early childhood 
development and build 
support for policies and 
programs that leverage this 
connection. 
 

 
 

Download the full report here 

http://www.theuniform.org/
http://www.legofoundation.com/en-us/newsroom/articles/2016/play-well-and-be-happy-launch-1-november
http://www.thelancet.com/series/ECD2016
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/resources_18832.html


THE BRAIN 

 

 REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 

 

Read more. Full article is attached.  
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Guinea is home to 10.2 million people, including 
approximately 1.7 million children below the age 
of 5. An estimated 40% of these children are 
stunted, while 21% are underweight. In 2013, only 
9% of all children aged 3-6 attend preprimary 
school. In recent years, the Government of 
Guinea (GoG) has implemented policies and 
programmes to increase access to early childhood 

development 
services, and 
improve inter-
sectoral coordination 
amongst key 
ministries. 
 
Read more. Full 
article is attached. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PLAY date # 4 

Play is at the core of babies and young children’s learning and development. Find here 
interesting ideas and suggestion to grow your knowledge and skills. 

ENROLL NOW: PLAY- POWERFUL LEARNING AROUND YOU 

The world of Powerful Learning Around You is captured in a loaded four letter 
word:  PLAY. The Department of Basic Education, UNICEF, Cotlands and the 
LEGO Foundation partnered in South Africa to enhance early learning through 
the power of play. This is done through the PLAY in-service training 
programme for some 150,000 early childhood development practitioners and 
teachers responsible for Grades R, 1, 2 and 3 over the next two years. PLAY 
is a free in-service training course that compliments existing and formal 
training, where trainees complete the coursework online at their own pace. 

After completion each trainee will receive a certificate linked to credits associated with continuous professional 
development. Interested individual can sms PLAY to 30594 to received more details about enrolment.    

See attached 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

& Reminders Things for the 

diary 
 

ECD 

CALENDAR 

IS THE SOUTH AFRICAN LAUNCH OF THE LANCET 

IN YOUR CALENDAR? 

What is happening in your world of ECD? Let 
us know and we can add it (subject to certain 
conditions). 

FOR THE CALENDAR:  

 
30 NOVEMBER 2016:  
South African Inter-Sectoral Forum for Early 
Childhood Development 
 
CONSULTATIONS ON THE DRAFT 
SOCIAL SERVICE PROFESSIONS BILL 
- Durban on 28-29 November 2016 

(venue to be confirmed) 
- Limpopo (Tzaneen) on 01-02 December 

2016 (venue to be confirmed) 
- Limpopo (Mokopane) on 05-06 

December 2016 (venue to be confirmed) 
- Free state (Bloemfontein) on 08-09 

December 2016 (venue to be confirmed) 
- Richards bay on 02 - 03 February 2017 

(venue to be confirmed) 
(please contact you Department of Social 
Development for the venue details) 

THE LANCET 2016 ECD SERIES’ LAUNCH  

We are attaching again the invitation to the South African launch of 
the 2016 Lancet ECD Series 
 
Advancing Early Childhood Development: From Science to 
Scale 
Investing in early childhood development (ECD) is essential to 
helping more children and communities thrive. 249 million children 
under the age of five years in low and middle income countries are 
at risk of not reaching their developmental potential – yet low-cost 
interventions could reverse this trend. 
 
Date: 7 December 2016 
Time: 17h00 followed by a reception 
Place: CSIR International Convention Centre | Meiring Naude Road, 
Brummeria | Pretoria 

See attached 

NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL AT 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

Inspiring the people who work with babies and 
young children 

Cabinet announced on 2 November 2016 that Mr Zane Dangor 
was appointed as Director-General to the Department of Social 
Development. Join us in wishing Mr Dangor all the best for this 
important leadership role that he is assuming. 

All the world is a 

laboratory to the 

inquiring mind. 

Martin H. Fischer 
We do not mind sharing your announcements or documents, as long as it is not for profit and related to 
early childhood development. We will have to review it first, before we share it.  
 

Follow ECD South Africa on FACEBOOK 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ECD-South-Africa/216816333035

