
Media Release | End it Now Conference on GBV & HIV | 20-10-17  Page 1 of 2 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

20 OCTOBER 2017 

Civil society comes together for national conference on 
ending gender-based violence 

Gender-based violence is a persistent global challenge and one that costs South Africa between R28.4 

billion and R42.4 billion per year – or between 0.9% and 1.3% of GDP (KPMG, 2014). Rates of GBV are 

believed to be extremely high in South African communities, with many civil society organisations reporting 

increasing levels of violence, particularly against young women. Significantly for South Africa, which has the 

largest HIV burden in the world, women who experience gender-based violence are at increased risk of HIV 

infection.  

End it Now! Together in response to GBV and HIV is a national conference to promote linking, learning and 

action on the state response to gender based violence (GBV), the interaction between HIV and GBV and the 

impact of GBV on young people, taking place in Johannesburg from 24-26 October.  

The conference will bring together civil society, activists and, most importantly, organisations implementing 

GBV prevention and response interventions to gain a deeper understanding of the local context, share good 

practices and raise the voices of those most affected. Organised by the Networking HIV & AIDS Community 

of Southern Africa (NACOSA) and the AIDS Foundation of South Africa (AFSA) and funded by The Global Fund 

to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, End it Now! is a collaborative, local civil society-led initiative to help 

bring an end to the scourge of GBV in our communities. 

“We hope this conference will help to build the momentum towards a more urgent national response to 

gender-based violence,” says NACOSA’s Programme Director, Marieta de Vos. “Although there are many 

organisations and public sector services working hard to respond to GBV in communities, it is not enough. 

We need to do more. We need to find out what works in preventing GBV and HIV; and work towards efficient 

and fully funded responses to support victims.” 

“We need to eliminate GBV and promote healthy respectful relationships, especially among young people, if 

we are serious about human and economic development,” says AFSA’s Operations Manager, Phumelele 

Ngcobo. “There are examples of effective ways of preventing and combatting GBV. This conference is an 

opportunity for civil society to share and build on experiences of what works.” 

The learning, research abstracts, discussions and conference resolution will be available on the conference 

website www.enditnow.co.za. Follow the hashtag #EndItNow on Twitter for live updates. 

…/ends 

Notes to editors: 

 NACOSA is a network of over 1,500 civil society organisations working to turn the tide on HIV, AIDS and TB. 

NACOSA promotes dialogue, builds capacity with accredited training, mentoring and technical assistance and 

channels resources to support service delivery on the ground, particularly among key populations and women and 

girls. For more information visit www.nacosa.org.za  

  

http://www.enditnow.co.za/
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 AFSA is a development organisation that exists to mitigate the impacts of HIV and AIDS and poverty through the 

implementation of health and community development projects in vulnerable communities. AFSA’s areas of focus 

include Combination Prevention and Treatment, Child Protection and Wellbeing, Food Security and Income 

Generation, as well as Policy and Practice through the promotion of equality, education and access to basic 

services. For more information visit www.aids.org.za 

 The Global Fund is a 21st-century partnership organization designed to accelerate the end of AIDS, tuberculosis 

and malaria as epidemics. Founded in 2002, the Global Fund is a partnership between governments, civil society, 

the private sector and people affected by the diseases. The Global Fund raises and invests nearly US$4 billion a 

year to support programs run by local experts in countries and communities most in need. For more information 

visit www.theglobalfund.org 

 To cover the conference or for interviews please contact: 

Sophie Hobbs, Head: Strategic Communications at NACOSA  

sophie@nacosa.org.za  | @NACOSANet  | 072 145 2813 

Or Nomfundo Majola, Gender Based Violence Specialist at AFSA 

NomfundoMajola@aids.org.za  | @aids_sa |  079 643 5199 
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