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We, the participants of the 9th Africa Conference on Sexual Health and Rights, comprising 
a broad based coalition of senior government representatives, Members of Parliament from 
across the continent, policy makers from across Africa and beyond, dwellers of informal 
settlements, civil society organizations (CSOs) including women and youth organizations, 
academia, community and media practitioners, representatives from the UN system and other 
development partners and private sector;

Recognizing that we meet at a critical juncture when the need for access to sexual and 
reproductive health and rights in Africa is ever-more pertinent with the continent’s population 
expected to double by 2050, with Africa alone having 5 of the 9 countries that will account 
for more than half of the world’s population growth;
 
Noting that with this population growth comes with increasing urbanization across Africa 
with a projected 80 percent of all population growth by 2050 expected to be in cities. The 
quality of life of the projected 1.3 billion people who will live in cities in Africa depends signifi-
cantly on the strategic choices we make today;
 
Also noting with concern the peculiar challenges that people living in informal settlements 
and slums face in accessing basic services to health and wellbeing, education, decent 
employment, food and shelter, protection from abuse and other human rights. Currently, over 
half of the residents in Africa’s largest cities—and a growing proportion of Africans overall— 
live in congested informal settlements or slums with a disproportionate access to the 
advantages of urban life, including elevated risks for poor sexual reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR) outcomes, including HIV/AIDS, unintended pregnancies, unsafe abortion, and 
sexual and gender-based violence.

Reaffirming our support for the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD PoA) which set an important framework that the world 
has yet to fully realize over 25 years on, the Addis Ababa Declaration on Population and 
Development beyond 2014 which set the stage for intergovernmental discussions on the 
importance of population dynamics and rights in the quest towards sustainable development 
of Africa,  noting the urgency of actions needed in the areas education, employment and 
sexual and reproductive health for all and the need for strategic policies that would help 
ensure urbanization does not increase the risk of vulnerability for millions of Africans;
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Recognizing that Africa’s efforts towards sustainable development will only be met if issues 
such as the high maternal mortality rate, unmet need for family planning and the elimination 
of harmful practices such as gender-based violence, female genital mutilation and child 
marriage are eliminated from our societies and if the right investments are made towards 
harnessing the demographic dividend.

Welcoming the outcomes of the Nairobi Summit on the ICPD Programme of Action which 
saw the convergence and overwhelming solidarity of governments, civil society, private sector, 
activists, researchers and various stakeholders renew commitments to their commitments to 
accelerate the promise of Cairo, with over 1200 commitments and over 8 billion US dollars 
pledged by private institutions,

Reaffirming our support for the African Union Agenda 2063 and its first ten-year 
implementation plan which sets out a holistic vision of the “Africa we want” and boldly 
aspires for an Africa where development is people-driven, unleashing the potential of its 
women, adolescents and young people; and the potential for a demographic dividend through 
dedicated investments in youth development;

Noting the relevance of the Continental Framework on Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
Rights to improving the lives of all people in Africa including those living in informal urban 
settlements and the need for the accelerated implementation of its Maputo Plan of Action 
(2016-2030);

Also noting with concern the renewed efforts by some external groups to restrict access to 
rights of people in Africa and reverse progress made over decades of advocacy and new 
understanding already enshrined in continental African Union Framework such as the 
Continental Policy Framework on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, the Maputo 
Protocol on Women’s Rights, the Addis Ababa Declaration on Population and Development, 
the African Health Strategy, the Agenda 2063 that outlines the “Africa We Want” and related 
global conventions; 

Acknowledging the importance of universal health coverage in improving the quality of 
life of all people, especially those dwelling in informal urban settlements and the need for 
improved access to primary health care and resilient health systems, access to water, 
sanitation, basic amenities, nutrition and appropriate housing; 

Bearing in mind the disproportionate and multidimensional effects of discrimination and 
denial of access to rights, including sexual and reproductive health and rights, of people in 
informal settlements particularly women, persons with disabilities, young people, sexual 
minorities including lesbians, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex (LGBTQI) and sex 
workers;

Call on our governments to:

• Accelerate their efforts towards implementation of key national, continental and global  
 development frameworks that address the needs of people living in informal 
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 settlements in urban areas as part of the Decade of Action of the Sustainable 
 Development Goals, bearing in mind that the appropriate policies and commitments  
 already made must now be translated into tangible action with a sense of urgency;

• Address the peculiar needs of persons with disabilities including enacting favorable 
 policies and availing funds for the domestic implementation of the UN Convention on  
 the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

• Work with key civil society, private sector and other key stakeholders to accelerate the  
 implementation of commitments towards expanding access to sexual and reproductive  
 health and rights of all including people living in urban informal settlements and other  
 vulnerable and excluded groups;

• Harmonize laws and policies to address loopholes that facilitate discrimination and  
 eliminate barriers to access to key services that disproportionately affects women,  
 girls, LGBTQI such as SRH services including safe abortion services and redouble   
 efforts to eliminate harmful practices such as child marriage and female genital   
 mutilation;

• Take urgent steps to address poverty and its multidimensional effects on people 
 living in urban informal settlements, women, girls, sexual minorities and other 
 vulnerable and excluded groups and ensure their equitable access to resources and  
 services;

• Ensure that development planning addresses the need to rethink and review 
 infrastructure development to facilitate access to quality housing, education, 
 healthcare facilities, electricity, water and sanitation for people living in urban informal  
 settlements; 

Call on our parliamentarians to:

• Ensure allocation of adequate resources in national development plans and budgets 
 to address the needs of people living in urban informal settlements especially as 
 relates to their social development including access to sexual and reproductive health  
 and rights, elimination of harmful practices such as gender-based violence, child 
 marriage, female genital mutiliation, access to family planning, comprehensive and  
 age-appropriate education on sexuality and ensure that sector ministries dealing with  
 these issues are well funded;

• Hold governments accountable to commitments they make to protect the rights and  
 dignity of people especially women and girls  

Call on civil society organizations and individuals to:

• Ensure increased visibility and prioritization of issues related to sexual and 
 reproductive health and rights at the national level through continued advocacy, 
 mobilization and accountability mechanisms and expand access to sexual and 
 reproductive health services and information service delivery. Specifically, 
 implementation of comprehensive sexuality education, and further increase efforts on  
 budget advocacy to ensure governments continuously fund SRHR services and 
 information delivery.DRAFT
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Call on religious and faith-based organizations to:

• Work with key stakeholders to abandon cultural and religious practices that infringe on  
 the rights and wellbeing of women and girls such as child marriage, gender-based 
 violence and female genital mutilation;

Call on the donor community to:

• Increase the availability of funds and other resources to expand access to sexual and  
 reproductive health and rights of people living in urban informal settlements;

Call on members of the media: 

• To highlight and give positive coverage to issues affecting people living in slums and  
 hold governments, international organizations, civil society and other stakeholders  
 accountable to their commitment to improve access to sexual and reproductive health  
 information and services.

• To educate the general public on key issues related to sexual and reproductive health  
 and rights and dispel misconceptions 

NB: Please note that this is not the final version of this document and therefore 
should not be published or disseminated without prior authorization from Sex 
Rights Africa Network. 
Upon completion and approval of the final version, SRAN will update and post the 
new version under Resources on www.sexrightsafrica.net.
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